
Primary Interactive Inquiry Project 

 

Educators Involved:  Courtney Niemeyer, Kevin Cicero, Kerra Olson, Tiffany Hall 

 

What do you want to do? 

   Our goal is to empower children with learning and to show them that their thoughts and opinions have 

an audience and can evoke change.  We not only want students to be prepared for an ever-changing, 

ever-advancing world, we want them to be contributors. 

   Some people give us funny looks when we talk so idealistically about six year olds; however, we know 

it is possible.  Technology has transformed society and it can do the same for our children’s learning.  

Using tools like an interactive whiteboard, MimioVotes, and individual devices, kids can be self-directed 

learners.  Students can access, analyze, interpret, use, and share information and data.   

    Students learn more deeply if they are engaged in activities that require classroom gathered 

knowledge to real world problems.  Like the old adage states: 

  “Tell me and I forget.  

Show me and I remember.  

Involve me and I Understand.” 

Engaging our students in meaningful interactive inquiry projects is our method for meeting rigorous 

common core standards and helping our students achieve high levels of learning.  Inquiry projects are 

cross curricular, student led, meaningful research projects.  Meaningful, current research requires 

student to use current digital tools.  Evidence shows that inquiry based learning has a more significant 

impact on student performance than any other variable, including student background and past 

achievement.  Using technology tools and inquiry model for teaching, this project will empower 

students, teaching them not only what to learn but how to learn.   

 With inquiry learning and new digital tools, a principal challenge for teachers is to juggle the new 

responsibilities and manage a learning centered classroom.  From classroom management techniques to 

learning and applying new digital tools and accessing resources, there is a learning curve for the 

teachers as well.  We will work as a collaborative team to develop and analyze our instruction.  We will 

create a support network to increase student learning and improve our own instruction.   

How will we share this? 

A key element to incorporating technology into the classroom is sharing it!  In this 

project, the contributing teachers will design a website to present and share creative ideas and 

showcase student learning.  The website would include testimonials, photos, videos of 

classroom teaching, and links to other websites.  With a website dedicated to our interactive 

inquiry project, teachers, parents, and interested community members would be able to follow 



our progress.  With the adoption of the common core standards and the new Lead21 resources, 

teachers in Billings Public Schools will be looking for models and resources for inquiry learning.  

Parents can follow and contribute to their students’ learning.  Lastly, using the website, 

invested community members will have a front row seat to the exciting learning that occurs 

when 21st century tools are put in the hands of 21st century learners.   
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Equipment 

2 Interactive Projectors - Tiffany & Kevin 

1 Classroom Audio System - Kevin - possibly Tiffany in the future 

1 MimioVote System - Boulder  

1-1 Devices iPad mini  for each teacher (21 per classroom - 50 total) 

 

-Visit with principals for laptop and wireless access points 

-Headphones - School Supply List 

-Other considerations:  iPad Case, stylus, charging cart 



 

 

Anticipated Cost of Project to Foundation 

Interactive Whiteboard Projector:   $3,015 

Mimio Vote System:    $1,600 

Lightspeed Redcat audio system:  $  930 

iPad mini     $14,950 

Apps & Subscriptions:   $1,800 

                 Total    $22,295 

   **Foundation needs to raise $12,000 as the other portion will be matched! 

 

Anticipated Cost of Project to School 

Teacher Laptop:    $1,300 if needed by teacher 

Wireless Access Point   $300 if needed  (check w/Desiree) 

 

Anticipated Cost of Project to Parent 

Headphones in school supply list 

 

Other costs that need to be considered by either Foundation, PTA, or 

School? 

iPad Case    price needed 

Stylus    price needed - $3 ask parents to purchase 

iPad Charge Cart   price needed 

 

 

 

Two phase project 

○ First grade teachers start 

○ Bring in Kindergarten teachers mid-year or next year 

 

Target Fundraising goal is $12,000  

 (if additional funds raised they will go towards covers and a charging cart) 

 

Fundraising Levels broke down: 

 

Donor Level – Visionaries - $2,500+   

Donor Level – Innovator s - $1,000+ 

Donor Level -  Dreamers   - $   500+ 

Donor Level -  Nurturers    - $   250+ 

Donor Level -  Mentors      - $   100+       

 



 

 

 


