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Application Form

Report Fields
Project Name* 
Name of Project

Writing With Chromebooks-- Help Us Do the "Write" Thing

Amount Requested 
Amount Requested

$3,500.00

Grade Level 
Program Area of Request

Primary (K-3)

Primary Subject Area 
Please choose the primary subject area.

Technology

School 
Please select your school.

Burlington Elementary

Applicants* 
Please list the educators collaborating on this grant.

Holly Clemow
Trish Venner

Number of Students Served 
Please enter the number of students that will be served by this grant.

50

Project Cost 
What is the total cost of your project?

3500
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Statement of Need 
Please describe the need for this project. For example, how will this project impact student learning?

"If we teach today's students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of tomorrow". ~John Dewey  

This is a reminder of the great responsibilities of teaching.  We must change our ways and methods of 
teaching as our world changes.  One academic area that this greatly affects is writing. Technology is a part of 
students’ lives because they were born into a world where it is used daily and to exclude it from their learning 
is a disaster waiting to happen.  They may become bored, disconnect, and disengage.  Students are used to a 
digital world full of text with images, videos, and hyperlinks.  As teachers, we need to include these 
components into teaching.  Allowing students to use digital tools will motivate creativity and engagement and 
as a result, even reluctant students will fall in love with writing.  

There are many tools to use to teach and encourage writing, but one that can be used easily with third 
graders is Google Docs.  As students work on drafting their writing, teachers and peers are able to provide 
feedback by adding comments and highlighting specific pieces of their text. It encourages students to 
continually assess their own performance.  Students are also excited to work collaboratively with peers on 
writing projects.  Through editing and revising, students will be able to strengthen their writing.

We all know what it's like to be trained in an area and then not be able to apply that training.  The old 
saying goes, if you don't use it, you lose it. Students have had the opportunity to receive training on Google 
apps from the district's integration specialist, Ann Brucker.  It was no surprise that the students were excited 
and eager to learn how to use them.  We found that the students craved the ability to use the new tools, and 
we wanted to satisfy that craving!  However, with 18 or more students in each class and only 5 Chromebooks, 
it is difficult to figure out when and how.   

Our current solution is to beg and borrow from other teachers.  This solution doesn't always work, 
because those teachers also need to use them to support learning in their classrooms.  

Primary Goal 
Please describe the primary goal of the project and how it blends with School District 2 goals and curriculum.

By implementing common core standards, the "writing bar" has officially been raised.  Our primary goal is 
to get students writing more — and more often. 

Throughout these writing projects, students will be working toward mastery on many English/Language 
Arts Common Core standards.  These specific standards will be our main focus:  

3.W.5  With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 
Standards 1-2 up to and including grade 3.)

3.W.6  With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using 
keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

3.W.7 –Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
3.W.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take 

brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. 

Project Description 
Briefly identify the major activities and materials involved in your project.

Students will spend more time writing this year, whether it's in the planning, writing, revising, or editing 
phase.  Once a first draft is finished, the teacher or other students will go over it.  They’ll ask questions and 
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suggest details or facts that could be added, clarified, or improved. Using all these questions and suggestions 
as guidance, students will do a revision, adding to, reordering, and refining the content.  After one or more 
revisions, the teacher will help students with the final edit — focusing on spelling and grammar, capitalizing 
proper nouns, ensuring nouns and verbs are in agreement, and checking that periods, commas, and quotation 
marks are used correctly. Following these steps — planning, writing a first draft, revising their work, and 
editing the final piece — teaches third graders that gathering information, organizing their thoughts, 
strengthening and clarifying their ideas, and improving grammar and presentation are all key to quality 
writing.

Students will be engaged and motivated during writing time.  They will write stories that will amaze us, 
showing character development and dialogue. Their opinion pieces and informational writing will be more 
organized and thorough. Students will use more sophisticated language, improved grammar, and an overall 
heightened mastery of the specific form of writing from beginning to end. In writing, third graders are 
expected to use books, websites, and other digital sources to do research projects and to build knowledge 
about different topics — both on their own and as part of group work with their peers. 

Under the Common Core Standards, when the research is done — and the planning, writing, revisions, 
and edits are complete — the final step for third grader’s writing is to publish his/her work.  (3.W.6  With 
guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) 
as well as to interact and collaborate with others. The format students use to publish their writing is open, but 
the standards clearly state that students should have keyboarding skills by the end of the year.  It’s a new 
level of independence and tech savvy-ness. While adults should be there to help out, students should become 
comfortable taking the lead.  By using Chromebooks during this process, students will be able to meet these 
expectations.  

Please see attachments for examples of student work using the Chromebooks and Google apps.  Reading 
multiple paragraph essays by eight and nine year olds makes our hearts smile!  

Professional Development 
If your project includes professional development how will it improve student performance?

[Unanswered]

Project Timeline 
When will you implement your project?

Teachers will implement the project as soon as funding is available to purchase the Chromebooks.  The 
Chromebooks will be used daily throughout the school year.  

Plan for Evaluation 
How will you evaluate student outcomes for your project?

Teachers will evaluate the outcomes by viewing the documents and presentations created by our 
students.  Through revision history, teachers can immediately see editing and revision that the students have 
done on their writing.  Teachers can also add comments to help with the writing process.  Not only can this be 
done quickly and efficiently, but students' work is automatically saved in Google Drive and can be accessed 
from home.    

Project Budget 
Please explain how the funds from this grant will be spent to support your project goal. You can either type or 
upload a project budget to show how funds will be used. Please identify other funding sources if applicable. 
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The $3500 will be used to purchase 12 Chromebooks.  The cost is $279 per Chromebook.  Our future goal 
would be to add Chromebooks to the existing set yearly to ensure each student has access to one as needed 
throughout the day. 

Supervisor Approval* 
I have received approval from my supervisor to apply for this grant.

yes

Attachment 1 
Please attach any photos, pages from catalogs, or other documents below. This is completely optional.

Screen shot 2014-02-17 at 11.15.52 AM.png

Attachment 2 
Screen shot 2014-02-17 at 11.17.36 AM.png

Attachment 3 
Screen shot 2014-03-02 at 11.04.38 AM.png
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
•   Screen shot 2014-02-17 at 11.15.52 AM.png
•   Screen shot 2014-02-17 at 11.17.36 AM.png
•   Screen shot 2014-03-02 at 11.04.38 AM.png
 








